Britons flee London to be replaced by immigrants
London lost more than a third of its residents in an exodus to the countryside during the last decade with 1.8 million immigrants pouring into the capital to replace them. 
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The figures underline the huge flux within the population from not just international migration, but also British people moving around the country. 
According to the Halifax, the country's largest mortgage lender who closely monitors house ownership, 345,000 more British people left London than moved to the capital between 1998 and 2007. 
 It is the only area in Britain that has suffered from a loss of population due to internal migration, suggesting its character is swiftly changing. 
However, this net loss from internal migration was more than offset by 1.8 million international migrants who arrived in the city during this period – many eastern Europeans willing to undertake low-paid work. 
John Philpott, the chief economist at the Chartered Institute of Personnel and Development said: "One in three workers in London is an overseas worker. Many indigenous people just do not want to do jobs such as cleaning and can not afford the high property prices so move to the suburbs to bring up their families." 
The figures bring into question the Home Office's promise to keep the overall population below 70 million. 
The balance of those settling here over those leaving must be cut to just 50,000 a year if the population is not to pass the landmark total, according to Karen Dunnell, the National Statistician, in a letter to MPs last month. 
The current net level of international migration is 237,000. 
Keith Woolas, immigration minister, announced the Government is keeping restrictions in place for at least another year on low-skilled workers from Romania and Bulgaria, in an attempt to keep migration under control. 
Mr Woolas vowed in October that the Government would not let the population go above 70 million but on current projections it will pass that within two decades. 
The severe economic downturn could underline some of the migration trends, according to experts. 
Mr Philpott said: "During the recession of the early 80s there was the so-called Auf Wiedersehen Pet generation of workers, who left Britain in search of overseas jobs. 
"This time around you're more likely to see financial sector workers, who have lost their jobs, moving to Dubai or Indonesia, especially if they are young and without families." 
Falling property prices may, however, encourage more British people to stay put, either because they do not want to crystalise a loss by selling their homes, or because they can finally afford a property in their home region. 
Over the last decade, the pronounced property bubble was one of the main reasons why Londoners flocked to the counties, unable to afford a home in the city. 
The Halifax figures also show that the north-south divide for jobs has widened considerably over the last decade. 
The population of the South East swelled by more than half a million from internal migration, with a similar situation recorded in the South West as people from the north flocked to find better-paid jobs. The population of the counties surrounding London increased by 10 per cent as a result of internal migration, while the North West increased by just 2 per cent an the North East by just 3 per cent. 
A study by the Commission for Rural Communities last year found that demand for housing in some areas made properties so expensive that some fetch 14 times the average local salary. 
The problem has become so severe in Cornwall, Dorset and Norfolk, where homes are out of the reach of locals, driving out young people and leading to the slow death of village life. 
Houses in the Isles of Scilly, Poole, Exeter, East Dorset, Arun, Harrogate, Test Valley, Carrick and many commuter towns in the South East are on the market for more than 10 times the average local salary.

