Germans travel to Poland for work
Unemployed Germans have begun travelling to Poland in search of jobs - in a dramatic reversal of the usual trend for immigrant workers. 
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Thousands of people from eastern Germany are now commuting across the border into western Poland in an effort to escape the downturn afflicting the region.
The strength of the Polish economy and the weakness of its once all-powerful German peer is behind the change in fortunes.
 As many as 2,500 Germans are now registered to work in the region surrounding the north-western city of Szczecin but officials believe the real figure is far higher due to people working on the black market.
While some work in call centres, the construction sector has proved popular, and many workers prefer to go unregistered in order to pocket extra money.
In Uecker Randow, the German district that lies just a stone's throw from Szczecin, unemployment lies close to 20 per cent and the area is blighted by one of Germany's highest rates of long-term unemployment.
Artur Sebastian, who runs a Szczecin employment agency, said the bleak economic situation has forced people to travel.
"They are going to make 30 to 40 per cent less than doing the same job in Germany, but at least they have work," he said. "A skilled worker could make around 1,000 euros a month, which isn't a huge amount but it's better than nothing. They might also be underemployed back home, so any extra money will help them."
The fact that some Germans are now prepared to travel to Poland to find a job marks a remarkable reversal of fortunes. For decades, hundreds of thousands of Poles went to Germany, Britain and other European countries to take up low-skilled jobs in construction and agriculture. Germany, unlike the UK, refused to grant Poles complete access to their labour market, claiming it would be swamped by migrants.
Poland posted GDP growth of 1.7 per cent in 2009 – making it the only country in the EU to record a profit last year.
While unemployment has crept up to over 11 per cent, predictions on economic health remain positive. Far from being the economic basket of communist times, Poland has now developed into country that can attract workers from abroad.
Patrycjusz Ceran, responsible for cross-border co-operation at Szczecin's mayor's office, said Poland was finally being taken seriously.
"We're showing that Poland is not just a market where Germans can come and buy cheap cigarettes," he said. "We want to be a magnet for business and co-operate with the Germans as equals." 

